THE KAKATIYA DYNASTY.

This was the third feudatory dynasty that became independent of
Chalukyan control The first important king of this dynasty was Pratapa
Rudra Deva I (1162 A* D). He constructed the thousand pillared temple at
Hanamkonda, which is one of the finest examples of Chalukyan architecture.
This temple was dedicated to Vishnu, Surya and Siva. A beautifully
polished Linga is yet to be seen in the temple. There are also splendid
specimens of monolithic bulls (Nandies). The temple was in a bad state
15 years ago, but the Archaelogical Department recently took up the work
of repair and renovation.

The next important monarch was Ganapati Deva, 1123 A.D. He com-
menced the construction of the fort at Warangal, which was completed
in the reign of his daughter, Rudramamba* He was a great warrior, and
extended his dominions towards the east and the north. Three inscriptions
of the period of Ganapati Deva have been published by the Archaelogical
Department and bear evidence to the conquests made by Ganapati and his
trusted generals. Ganapati was also a patron of literature and many poets
and scholars were patronised at the court of Warangal. There was peace
and prosperity in the country and a flourishing trade was carried on with
foreign lands. MotupallJ (near Guntur) was then a flourishing seaport

Ganapati was succeeded by his daughter, Rudramamba. The Vene-
tian traveller, Marco Polo, landed on the Coromandel coast during her
reign. He was deeply impressed by her wise administration of the kingdom.

The last great king was Pratap Rudra II, 1291-92 A. D. It was
during his reign that the Deccan was invaded by the Mohamedans.
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